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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CURBELO of Florida).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 21, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CARLOS
CURBELO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

——
GEORGE W. BUSH SPEAKER’S FEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, July 9, I saw a report on ABC
News that former President George W.
Bush charged $100,000 to speak at a
charity fundraiser for military vet-
erans wounded in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. I was disappointed to learn that a
President who sent thousands of Amer-
icans to die in an unnecessary war jus-
tified by manipulated intelligence
would charge a fee to speak at a fund-
raiser for wounded veterans.

ABC also reported that, in addition
to charging $100,000 to speak at the
charity: ‘“The former President was
also provided with a private jet to trav-
el to Houston at a cost of $20,000.”

Further, ABC News reported: ‘““‘One of
the wounded vets who served on the
charity board told ABC News he was
outraged that his former commander in
chief would charge any fee to speak on
behalf of men and women he ordered
into harm’s way.

‘““‘For him to be paid to raise money
for veterans that were wounded in com-
bat under his orders, I don’t think
that’s right,’” said former Marine Eddie
Wright.”

Eddie Wright, Mr. Speaker, lost both
hands in a rocket attack in Fallujah in
Iraq in the year 2004.

This is so disappointing and out-
rageous. These veterans have been se-
verely wounded, and the President that
led us into an unjustified war charges
$100,000 to be in their presence. That is
wrong, Mr. Speaker. That is really,
really wrong.

Many of these wounded veterans
from Iraq and Afghanistan live in the
Third District in North Carolina, which
I have the privilege to represent. For
years, I have felt deep regret over my
vote to go into Iraq; and to atone for
that, I have publicly and privately
apologized and signed over 11,000 let-
ters to families who lost loved ones in
Afghanistan and Iraq because of my
mistake. President Bush and Vice
President Cheney have never publicly
apologized to the families for the un-
necessary war they began.

Mr. Speaker, I think my friend Colo-
nel Lawrence Wilkerson, who was chief
of staff to former Secretary of State
Colin Powell, was right about the Iraq
war. On MSNBC a couple of months
ago, Colonel Wilkerson stated: ‘“The in-
telligence was fixed, and everyone
should know that by now. It was a fail-
ure of the intelligence agencies, but it
was also a failure of the political peo-

ple who manipulated the intelligence
failure to their own benefit.”

He further stated: ‘It destroyed the
balance of power in the Gulf and pro-
duced what we have today, the chaos
we have today: al Qaeda in Irag—never
there until we invaded; ISIS—never
there until we invaded; the mess we
have in Yemen. Everything that’s hap-
pening in the Middle East today can be
attributed to our having destroyed the
balance of power that we had carefully
maintained for a half a century with
the invasion in 2003. It was a disaster.”

I have a lot of respect for Colonel
Wilkerson because he is telling the
truth when he made this statement to
MSNBC.

Let me repeat the words of Marine
Eddie Wright, who lost both hands in
Iraq: ‘“For him,” President Bush, ‘‘to
be paid to raise money for veterans
that were wounded . . . under his or-
ders, I don’t think that’s right.”

Mr. Speaker, it is not right; and I
will add my own thoughts and use the
word ‘‘shameful,”” that the former
President and his administration, who
created an unnecessary war and sent
our troops over there to die and also to
be wounded, should not charge one
dime to go help them out now.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I will ask
God to bless America.

———

THE CHATTANOOGA 5

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
gunman with a heart fatally bent on
mischief and with malice aforethought
unleashed hell in Chattanooga last
Thursday. The killer shot up an Armed
Forces recruiting center and then
drove to a Navy Reserve center and
continued his shooting spree. Five war-
riors were caught in the gunman’s furi-
ous rampage and were killed. The kill-
er, who once followed an al Qaeda cler-
ic online, wounded three others.
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